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Publication types
Based on complete records of 154,000 peer reviewed scientific publications from all research 
institutions in Norway in 2011-2017
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Stable differences: 
Articles in journals/series as share of all publications
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Why do we see stable differences?
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 Within the scholarly 
literature of the SSH, 

 the monograph, 

 the edited book, and 

 the journal article 

 represent different 
research designs

 All three may be needed, 
but at different times, for 
different purposes. 



Augsburg 1604, 
Dillingen 1640

Copenhagen 
1722 (1723)

Sieradz 1633,
Kraków 1637





The source of Ludvig Holberg’s (1684-1754) comedy
The transformed Peasant (1722)
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An example
Professor Mette Halskov Hansen, Faculty of Humanities, University of Oslo

 A monograph

 Representing long-term 
work in her specialty

 An article in an edited 
volume

 Representing her 
contribution to an 
international thematically 
focused project

 A journal article

 Co-authored with a 
colleague from Zhejiang 
University

 A research-based book 
introducing 
contemporary China for 
Norwegian readers
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Engels et al. (2018). Are book publications disappearing in the SSH? 
Aslib Journal of Information Management, 70 (6), 592-607.
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Open Access?
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Why?

 How can we better inform panels that are responsible for 
the evaluation of journals and book publishers?

0001-9887 Africa Today

0001-9909 African Affairs

1062-4783 African American Review

0263-0338 African Archaeological Review

0001-9933 African Arts

1017-6772 African Development Review

0145-2258 African Economic History

1021-3589 African Entomology

1472-5843 African Identities

1684-5315 African Journal of Biotechnology

1021-9730 African Journal of Crop Science

0141-6707 African Journal of Ecology

1438-7890
African Journal of Environmental 
Assessment and Management

1684-5378
African Journal of Food, Agriculture, 
Nutrition 

1015-8618 African Journal of Neurological Sciences

0065-4000 African Literature Today

CABI Publishing

Cambridge University Press

Cappelen Akademisk Forlag 

Carfax Publishing

Carl Heymanns Verlag

Carlsson bokförlag

Catholic University of America Press

Central European University Press

Channel View Publications 

Chinese University Press

Christian Ejlers´s Forlag



Why?

 How can we provide more meaningful quantitative 
information?



Why?

 How can we provide more meaningful qualitative 
information?

“Peer review is an important component of OUP’s 
evaluation process. Before any book can be accepted for 
publication by OUP, it is evaluated by our editorial staff 
and by outside readers and ultimately must be 
approved by the OUP Editorial Board.” 

“All proposals and manuscripts undergo a rigorous 
peer review assessment by respected scholars prior 
to publication. In order to prevent scholarly and 
professional plagiarism, all manuscripts are compared 
against already published literature by way of 
CrossCheck. Our peer reviewers are asked to abide by 
the COPE Ethical Guidelines for Peer Reviewers, which 
ensures the integrity of the scholarship we publish.”



European Network for 
Research Evaluation in the Social Sciences and Humanities

 More than 125 participants from 37 
countries

 Aims:

 A better understanding of how the 
SSH generate knowledge and 
contribute to society

 Develop appropriate research 
evaluation methods for the SSH
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https://enressh.eu/working-group-3/abp/
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ABP
SPI Expanded
(ILIA/CSIC)

Finnish 
Publication 

Forum 
Publication 

Channel lists

Danish BFI lists 
of Publication 

Channels

Flemish VABB-
SHW

Scopus’ list of 
book publishers 
(Book Expansion 

Project)

Book Citation 
Index List of 
Publishers

Norwegian 
Publication 

Channel lists



Totals N
Number of distinct publishers 5917
Number of different countries of publishers in the Register 110
Number and percentage of University Presses 766 (13%)

Database Number of different publishers

BFI (Denmark) 1371

Publication Forum (Finland) 2747

NSD (Norway) 2891

SPI (Spain) 1097

VABB-SHW (Flanders) 134

Book Citation Index 467

Scopus Title Expansion Program 341



Distribution of publishers in ABP by country



Number of 
databases

Book Citation 
Index Norwegian listsScopus Finnish lists SPI

Source: SPI Expanded (http://ilia.cchs.csic.es/SPI/grafico10.html=)



Organization and further development

 Governance" of the register

 Building contents for the register and analyzing them

 Developing technical database solutions

 Establishing persistent identifiers

 Interacting with national registers and making ABP useful for 
them

 Discussion and promotion of ABP in external meetings and 
publications

 Finding sustainable collaboration partners and funding

 Co-ordination with the Helsinki Initiative and ENRESSH


